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Philippine Business Law. By Eugene Arthur Perkins. New York, D. Appleton 
& Co., 1920. pp. xx, 491. 

This book is meant to be a text-book for college students taking a course 
in business law, and covers the subjects of Contracts, Agency, Partnership, 
Corporations, Bailments, Sales and Mortgages of Personal and Real Property, 
Insurance, the Management of Decedents' Estates, Inheritance, Intestate Succes- 
sion, Wills and Trust Estates. Books of this nature are too elementary as a 
rule to be of value to the lawyer. In view of the fact, however, that there is 
going on in the Philippine Islands at the present moment a most interesting 
development, namely, the gradual introduction of our common law doctrines 
into the civil law of those islands, the subject matter of the book naturally 
appeals to all students of law. In this regard, the book is, however, very 
disappointing, for, with few exceptions, it indicates the fact that a change in 
the law has been made only where a branch of the native law, such as bills and 
notes, has been superseded in its entirety by American law, but not where indivi- 
dual rules of law are involved. 

The book is not an original treatise, but is adapted from Sullivan's American 
Business Law. A large number of sections from Sullivan's work have been 
retained without alteration. Others have been changed by additions from 
the Spanish civil or commercial code. Provisions from these codes are often 
inserted between the sections taken from Sullivan. This method leads at times 
to great confusion. For example, in stating the doctrine of "consideration" the 
rules given are now the rules of Anglo-American law, now those quite different 
provisions of the Spanish law relating to causa, the latter term being translated 
as "consideration". Such a throwing together of the principles of the common 
law with those of the civil law without any explanation whatever as to their 
origin or application, makes the discussion of this subject wholly unintelligible. 
The book would have been of far greater service if a clearer demarcation had 
been made between the rule of the native law and the provisions which have been 
introduced since the American occupation. 

In the preface to the work the author calls attention to the fact that the 
"commercial" law of the Philippine Islands has been converted since the Amer- 
ican occupation into a "business" law, such as is popularly understood in this 
country, and the impression is left by the book that, with some reservations, 
the Philippine business law is to all intents and purposes today the same as our 
own law. If this impressfon be true to fact, the transformation that has taken 
place in the law of the Philippine Islands in such a short period of time is cer- 
tainly most remarkable. 

E. G. L. 
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